
 

 

 

 

 

December 18, 2015 

 

JUSTICE KILBRIDE THANKS LASALLE COUNTY ATTORNEYS FOR 

SERVICE ON SUPREME COURT COMMITTEES 

 

Illinois Supreme Court Justice Thomas L. Kilbride on Friday announced the departure of three LaSalle 

County attorneys from a pair of Supreme Court Committees, as well as the appointment and reappointment 

of several other local lawyers.  

 

LaSalle attorney Douglas A. Gift recently retired from the practice of law after a four-decade-long career 

and also stepped down from his position as Chair of the Supreme Court Third Judicial District Committee 

on Character and Fitness, a position he held for nearly five years.  

 

"Doug Gift's 40-year career in the legal profession stands out as an exemplary manifestation of 

professionalism," Justice Kilbride said. "I applaud him for his outstanding work as both a member and 

Chair of the Committee on Character and Fitness. I appreciate him volunteering to serve and working to 

ensure the Committee's important tasks were completed under the highest standards." 

 

The Committee on Character and Fitness is made up of lawyers who evaluate the moral character and 

general fitness of law school graduates and other applicants before they are issued a license by the Supreme 

Court to practice law in Illinois.  

 

Mr. Gift, who recently retired from his practice at Herbolsheimer, Henson, Duncan, Gift, Eiten & Hintz, 

P.C., was one of 15 panel members who evaluated applicants from the Third District, which is composed of 

21 Illinois counties. Each of the state's five Judicial Districts has a Committee on Character and Fitness. 

  

In addition to Mr. Gift's departure, Ottawa attorney Judith Z. Kelly will complete her term on the Third 

District's Committee on Character and Fitness on December 31, 2015. Ms. Kelly, an attorney with the 

Illinois State's Attorney Appellate Prosecutor's Office, has served on the Committee since 2007.  

 

Also on December 31, 2015, Ottawa attorney Paul V. Martin will complete his term on the Court's 

Committee on Professional Responsibility. The 18-member Committee is responsible for advising and 

making recommendations to the Supreme Court on matters relating to legal ethics and professional 

responsibility.  

 

Mr. Martin, a partner at White, Marsh, Anderson, Martin, Vickers, Deobler & Goode in Ottawa, has served 

on the Committee since 2006. 

 

"Paul is a great example of what a legal professional should be and as a result, he served as a valuable asset 

to the Committee on Professional Responsibility," Justice Kilbride said.  

 
Attorney John "Jack" L. Cantlin of the Cantlin Law Firm in Ottawa has been appointed to succeed Mr. 

Martin on the Committee on Professional Responsibility. 
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In addition to Mr. Cantlin's recent appointment, attorneys Thomas L. Justice Jr. of the Justice Law Firm 

P.C. in Ottawa and Michelle A. Vescogni of Vescogni Law Office P.C. in Peru have been appointed as new 

members of the Committee on Character and Fitness. Joachim J. Brown, formerly of Ottawa, is also a 

member of the Committee.  

 

The Supreme Court also recently reappointed LaSalle County State's Attorney Brian J. Towne to serve on 

the Committee on Jury Instructions in Criminal Cases and as a member and designated President of the 

Board of Admissions to the Bar. 

 

"I am thankful to Doug Gift, Judith Kelly, and Paul Martin for serving on these Supreme Court 

Committees," Justice Kilbride said. "I appreciate their dedication and hard work, and the efforts of all 

Committee members who volunteer their personal time and professional knowledge to serve." 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Bethany Krajelis, senior communications specialist 

to the Illinois Supreme Court, at 312.793.0870. 


