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n behalf of my colleagues on the
Illinois Supreme Court and the
entire Judicial Branch of our state,
it is my pleasure to present the
2006 Annual Report of the Illinois

Courts. I am pleased to report on many successes
of the judicial branch and several key projects
initiated by the Supreme Court through the
assistance of our Administrative Office.  Before
presenting the Court's work for 2006, however, I
want to acknowledge that anyone in this position
recognizes that he stands here on the shoulders of
the many accomplished individuals who have
preceded him.  I want to take this opportunity to
recognize the distinguished and exemplary career
of my predecessor, former Chief Justice Mary Ann
G. McMorrow, who was a member of the Supreme
Court from 1992 until her retirement this year.
Justice McMorrow was the first woman to serve on
the Supreme Court and served as our Chief Justice
from September 2002 until September 2005.  The
Court is grateful to Justice McMorrow for her
leadership and contributions to the development of
the law and the administration of justice in Illinois.      
Over the last ten years, the most far reaching
change in the administration of the courts has
come with the advent of computer technology. No
aspect of the justice system has been unaffected.
Technology promises increased efficiencies that
enhance court services and functions.  That said,
the Court is not unmindful that with expanded
technologies, comes the principled requirement to
keep justice accessible to all and to adopt sound
procedural protections and privacy principles.
During calendar year 2006, technological innovations
were among the areas of primary focus for the
Supreme Court. 

To identify and utilize information technologies
that advance the services and functions of the
courts, and increase their effectiveness by enhancing
the quality, timeliness and efficiency of decision-
making, the Court initiated several electronic
business projects.  First, the Court adopted the
Electronic Business Initiative, an overarching
strategy, crafted by our Administrative Office, to
provide the framework that ensures access and
provides compatibility and uniformity among all of

Illinois' trial courts.  In 2006, the Court established
the "Standards for Accepting Electronic Pleas of
Guilty in the Illinois Courts Pursuant to Supreme
Court Rule 529." These standards will enable  the
orderly development of practices and procedures
relating to internet use for submitting and verifying
guilty pleas in minor traffic and conservation
offenses.  Finally, the Court expanded its Electronic
Filing Pilot Project, which invites chief circuit
judges and clerks of the circuit courts to jointly
submit proposals for the electronic filing of court
documents for approval by the Supreme Court, to
include Cook and Will Counties in addition to the
existing site in DuPage County.

In 2006, the website for the Supreme Court
(www.state.il.us/court) was redesigned, reorganized,
expanded, and yet streamlined, to provide smooth
access to a broad range of court and court related
information.  Navigation of the website to locate
the most popular information about the Illinois
Judicial Branch is now almost effortless.  In
addition, new features have been added to aid the
public, educators and members of the legal
profession.  For example, "Citizen Self-Help" offers
guides to the court system as well as links to
information regarding citizen rights, responsibilities
and legal resources such as Illinois child support
information and an Illinois attorney locator.  The
newly designed site provides a platform which is
visually appealing, interactive, and more efficiently
organized to present information and services that
relate to the entire Illinois Judicial Branch. 

The Court also instituted several additional
initiatives aimed at improving the judicial system in
2006, specifically seeking to identify and
implement court practices and procedures that
protect children, strengthen families, and assist
Illinois' most vulnerable citizens.  The Supreme
Court adopted the "900 Series" of new rules to
expedite and ensure the best interests of children is
the focus in all custody cases.  These rules mandate
that all child custody proceedings be scheduled and
heard on an expedited basis; that continuances
shall not be granted ‘except for good cause shown'
and only if the continuance ‘is consistent with the
health, safety and best interests of the child;' and
require a judge to render a decision as soon as
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possible but not later than 60 days after
completion of trial or hearing.  The rules also
require that attorneys who are appointed in child
custody and adoption cases meet certain minimum
requirements as well as mandating education
courses for judges who may be called upon to hear
custody cases. 

In addition to improving the administration of
justice for children in custody proceedings, the
Supreme Court focused on increasing pro bono
legal services.  The Court adopted a rule designed
to encourage all Illinois lawyers to improve the
delivery of legal services to the poor and to persons
of limited means.  Supreme Court Rule 756
requires all licensed Illinois attorneys to report
annually whether they have provided pro bono legal
services in the past 12 months, along with the
approximate number of hours provided without
charge or expectation of a
fee. Rule 756 is intend-
ed to impose a manda-
tory reporting require-
ment to serve as an
annual reminder to the
lawyers of Illinois that
pro bono legal service is
an integral part of a
lawyer's professionalism.

The Court's focus 
in 2006 was not limited
to improving legal ser-
vices.  The Court also
initiated improvements
in the judiciary. In con-
junction with its Mini-
mum Continuing Legal
Education requirements
for Illinois attorneys
established in 2005, the
Court in 2006 adopted
the Mandatory Contin-
uing Judicial Education provisions for the Illinois
judiciary.  More specifically, all associate, circuit
and appellate judges will be required to attain 30
hours of continuing judicial education over a two-
year period, including content addressing judicial
conduct, ethics and professionalism issues.  This
new requirement will be fulfilled by judges through
the presentation of an expanded 30-hour Judicial
Education Conference beginning in 2008.  At a
minimum, judges should always be current on the
latest developments in the law.  At the same time,
judges are in a unique position to foster a culture of
professionalism and civility.  The Court is confident
that these new judicial education requirements will
contribute to improving public confidence and trust
in the Third Branch. 

The year 2006 concluded the inaugural twelve
months of work by the Supreme Court's Commis-
sion on Professionalism.  Created by the Court in

2005, the goal of the Commission is to promote,
among the members of the Illinois bench and bar,
principles of integrity, professionalism and civility.
The Commission and its staff, in pursuit of
preserving core values of the legal profession such
as the provision of equitable, effective and efficient
resolution of problems and disputes for the people
of Illinois, has initiated planning and activities in
local jurisdictions to pilot aspirational models of
professionalism.  

Before closing these remarks,  I would like to
briefly note the work of the Administrative Office,
which serves as the administrative arm of the
Supreme Court.  Headed by the Supreme Court's
Administrative Director, Cynthia Y. Cobbs, and
under her leadership,  the Administrative Office
provides organizational, administrative and
technical support to all three levels of Illinois'

courts and serves as
liaison to the Supreme
Court's various commit-
tees. The Administrative
Director and staff  work
with the Chief Justice
and the Court to prepare,
present and follow-up on
the policy matters affect-
ing the judiciary, includ-
ing fiscal and program-
matic issues, rules, and
topics related to the
other branches of state
government and to enti-
ties which are involved
in, or have an interest in,
the administration of the
Judicial Branch.  A more
detailed description of
the responsibilities and
programs of each of the
divisions of the Adminis-

trative Office is contained elsewhere in this
publication. 

I invite your review of the work and
accomplishments of the Illinois Judicial Branch
and the Administrative Office as contained in the
2006 Annual Report.  Finally, I want to extend my
appreciation to all who have assisted with the
numerous projects and initiatives featured herein.
It is my profound privilege to serve you and to work
with you, as your Chief Justice. 

Robert R. Thomas
Chief Justice

Inside the Illinois Supreme Court
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